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Abstract

The subject of bridges and bridge design is amply covered in literature and research. It is less so as
far as tunnels are concerned, and what is there is almost exclusively engineering biased, while a
stigma of perception is attached to the idea of tunnels, especially non-vehicular ones. This paper
sets out to offer a glimpse into situations where a decision had to be made as to whether a bridge
or a tunnel was the most appropriate solution to a crossing. Cases presented relate to situations
where the decision went in favour of a tunnel. These include the proposed Waitemata Harbour
crossing, the Channel Tunnel, Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link, the proposed tunnel linking the Isle of Wight
with the UK mainland. It also offers a provocative comparison between la Habana and Sydney, with
a tunnel in La Habana port and a bridge in Sydney. The author’s proposed garden tunnel between
Canary Wharf and Rotherhithe in London served as the catalyst for this paper.
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